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Female Power in Bonding:
A Study of Long Mu

P.G. Misty Sheehan

This essay reports a research in progress. From the ancient matriarchies
on, female power has existed and been disparaged for fear of its potency.
Female liaisons have continued to exist, as most recently studied among the
silkworkers in the Pearl River Delta. Lone females acting outside the
constraints of marriage in positions of power such as Wu Zhao Hou or
Jiangqing, or in illicit sexual relations, as those portrayed in the Outlaws of
the Marsh, are to be feared and destroyed. Sexual manuals admit to this
female centre of power, exhorting the male to retain his semen in sexual
intercourse, increasing his own power rather than that of his partner.

The temple to Long Mu (#E &), Dragon Mother, located in Deqing
County (&), west Guangdong Province, is a pilgrimage spot for southern
Chinese. Long Mu grants favours, both in temple rituals and through
petitioning, to both females and males, although the rituals centre around
female needs. Her potency comes from her early virtue, her decision not to
marry, her relations with her two natural sisters and four adopted sisters,
and, further, her dragon sons, whom she raises from an egg in the river. The
dragon sons protected the village from flood, drought and insect pests, and
she served as a shaman queen, who taught her people technical aspects of
civilized life, led them in virtue, and protected them successfully against the
incursions of the Han.

Gynocentrism

Female bonding, a quiet thread in Chinese culture, is introduced here
in the concept of gan (¥2). Long Mu, who had two sisters of her own to
whom she was quite close, vowed never to marry and adopted four
neighbour girls supplanting the natal family for her own created extended
family. The legends tell of the closeness of these women, and today the
temple houses statues of the seven.

Though the legends speak mainly of her assistance to the complete
villages historically, popular rituals emphasize a continuing concern for her
extended family of women. Long Mu is not transformed into a goddess after
her death, but remains a potent human being, a female shaman who in her
life used her magical powers and those of the dragons to help the tribe, and
who now still provides benefits for her "tribe." Following her advice women
can even become mediums themselves, dreaming of prosperous events for
one’s children.

Despite her promise not to marry, the legend of her courtship by Qin
Shi Huang shows a reactionary process against the annexation of west
Guangdong, with its major figure a woman. Although Panyu, the major city
on the coast of south China at this time, has become a part of the Han
Empire, this legend lends credulence to the stories of matriarchal tribes
inland and shows their continued resistance to Han expansion.

Power, the Female and Rivers

The daughters of the legendary Emperor Yao who became wives of the
Emperor Shun legitimizing his accession, upon their husband’s death,
become spirits of the Xiang River in Hunan Province. This river is closely
associated with the dragonpalace which exists under Dongting Lake in north
Hunan, and has poems to it, from a presumably male shaman, in the Ch’u
Ts’u. Other river goddesses include the goddess of the Luo He, Fu Fei (&%
#2) and the goddess Qi Xiang (% 4H) of the Mijiang. Other rivers, notably
the Huang He, have male gods.

The river is an important force and much mythology is devoted to its
propitiation. The hero, Yii (K#&) spent his life trying to control the rivers,
but even with modern technology, the Huang He still causes death and
destruction through flooding. Home of demons, dragons, and deities, the
rivers are closely tied to survival and death. Early southChina was especially
a riverine culture, gaining sustenance from the river, living on boats, and
using it as a major form of transportation. This power is not related to the
power of water as a quiet strength in the writing of Laozi, nor to the power
of water as one of the five elements, but is prior to the development of
these intellectual traditions.

Stories come down to us of shamans and shamanesses prior to the
establishment of Confucian virtues. Sima Qian’s Records of the Historian

parodies the encounter of the female shamans with Confucian learning in
the guise of Hsimen Pao (F&f3%7), who eliminates the practice of throwing
virgins to be married to the river god. He threw the shamaness herself into
the river to tell the god his "bride" will be late. The legendary Li Bing of

Shu eliminated the annual sacrifice of two young girls to the river god and
the frequent flooding by fighting and capturing the river god. Women do
continue to throw themselves into the rivers over unwanted pregnancies or
unrequited love and are transformed into local ghosts who have power and
must be propitiated.

Pilgrimage

Steven Sangren has written of the importance of pilgrimage in Taiwan
in the worship of Mazu (sometimes confused by devotees with Long Mu),
and Long Mu’s annual pilgrimage on the 8th day of the fifth month of the
lunar calendar is an ideal study of the concept of pilgrimage as it is re-
emerging on the mainland. Peasant women arrive by boat and take up
residence in the temple to take part in the ceremonies; boats of villagers
arrive, covered with pennants, bringing roast pigs in processions to the
temple. They mix with busloads of prosperous Hong Kong residents, from
the area originally, who take up residence in the better hotel, enjoying
feasting and imbibing the local tonic wine as their major ritual. Participants
state that their purpose is to give honour to Long Mu, a virtuous woman, or
because it is their duty, or to receive fore-knowledge and blessings on
crucial matters in business or the family.

Validation

Though keeping to their own language and eating customs, the people
of south China now identify themselves with the Great Tradition of Chinese
culture. Long Mu, like Mazu, has been validated by a long stream of titles
given by various emperors. Long Mu’s light as a symbol of female power
and bonding has been shadowed by the process of her legitimization into the
patriarchal centre. The legends emphasize the powers of her dragon sons as
well as her own. Further, every woman’s ideal is to have many sons, and
hers, abeit adopted, are further magical dragons, so her power can be seen
to come from fulfilling women’s prime function superbly. Note the
contradiction that she does that by establishing her own uterine family, not
by continuing the family lineage, in line with Ahern’s hypothesis on the
value of the uterine family to women.

Though the women do a lot of the work in the temple, cleaning and
guarding it, local elite males from the village run the society which manages
the temple and determines the financial affairs of the temple, a big money
maker not just for the village but for the surrounding area.

Methodology

The temple was identified to me by Xiao Ting (#=) of the Guangdong
Folklore Society. He and Tang Yongye (i 7k %) of the Deqing Historical
Museum ({EBER%48E) have been working with me to study the temple and
the customs.

P.G. Misty Sheehan is with the Guangzhou Foreign Languages Institute,
China
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Women and State Feminism in Scandinavia 1

Grace C.L. Mak

To most outsiders, countries in Scandinavia 2 are pioneers in the drive
toward equality between the sexes. Their achievements draw envy from
women in the rest of the world. Some examples in the following table
explain why.

Some milestones on the road to equal opportunities

Denmark  Norway Sweden

Equal rights of inheritance 1857 1854 1845
Women get voting rights and
become eligible for

— local elections 1908 1910 1919

— parliamentary elections 1915 1913 1919
First woman in parliament 1918 1922 1921
Women admitted to universities 1875 1884 1873
Women granted same rights

as men in civil service 1921 1938 1925
Women granted right to ordination 1947 1952 1958
Equal pay for same position

in civil service 1919 1959 1947
Equal pay for same position

in industry/trade 1973 1961 1960
Women entitled to decide on

abortion 1973 1978 1975

Parents granted shared
paternity / maternity leave
for birth of child 1984 1978 1974

These achievements, mainly in arenas in which legislation can take effect,
reflect a relatively receptive state ideology to women’s struggle and serve as
a guide to feminists elsewhere. The frustration of Scandinavian feminists at
equal access to but disparate distribution in schooling, the double demand
from work and the family, marginality of women in politics and the scorn
established academe holds for women’s studies, themes that are only too
familiar to feminists elsewhere, appears at first puzzling to the outsider.
What caused the frustration? What lessons does Scandinavia have to offer?
This essay looks at the status of women in Scandinavia in five areas:
education, work, family, politics, and academe.

Education

Education is perceived to play a major role in shaping one’s life
chances. In Scandinavia, a compulsory nine-year basic education guarantees
equal access for boys and girls. Upper secondary and college education
opens favourably to females. However, as elsewhere in the world, women’s
representation declines as level of education goes up. In 1988 women made
up 19% of those gaining a doctorate in Denmark and in Norway and 24% in
Sweden.

Equal access is not synonymous with parity. The distribution of females
in fields of study confirms a cross-cultural pattern. Girls tend to pursue
courses in the humanities and social sciences in grammar schools and in
nursing, secretarial skills and social work in vocational schools at the upper
secondary level, whereas boys tend to study mathematics, science and
technology. At college, women are found in shorter duration and/or female-
dominated fields, such as teaching, nursing, and the humanities; and men in
technology, mathematics and data technology.

Paid Employment

Greater access to education facilitates women’s labour force
participation, partly because credentials are assets in securing a job, but also
largely because men’s routes to employment vary whereas women’s route is
always education. In 1960 women in Scandinavia comprised about a third of
the labour force, today the proportion has increased to about half. Women’s
labour force participation rate has also grown. Today 83% of all women
from the age of 20 up to pension age work for wages. Again statistical
equality begs further investigation. Scandinavia is similar to other OECD
(Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development) countries in
that a large proportion of the female labour force is engaged in part-time
work. In Norway about 50% of all working women have part-time jobs, in
Sweden and in Denmark it is 40%.

These countries do poorly in gender distribution in the occupations.
About 40-50% of all working women are found in the service and caring
trades, while engineers, managers, technicians, and truck drivers are mostly
male. Thus, the state has facilitated female entry to the type of waged
labour which is by nature an extension of women’s work in the family. Public

patriarchy has replaced private patriarchy at home. What makes Scandinavia
unique, and Sweden is a good example, however, is that the state, through
one of its departments, acknowledges the issue. Statistics Sweden, the
national statistics office, has a Unit of Equal Opportunity Statistics which
monitors the degree of equality achieved in major aspects of life. It defines
it as equitable distribution if 40% to 60% of either sex is represented. When
the represention of either sex exceeds 60%, it is male- or female-dominated.
However, most graphs showing distribution of men and women in the
occupations can easily be about a society like Hong Kong.

In a region with a supposedly liberal notion of gender roles, low status
jobs are mostly filled by women. Besides, notwithstanding legislation
guaranteeing equal pay for the same work performed, there is an income
gap between the sexes. As recent as the mid 1980s, women’s salaries in
Denmark and Norway were 85% of men’s, in Sweden it was 90%. Since
educational attainment is more or less equal between the sexes, differential
status in the work force has to be explained otherwise, which we will turn to
in the next section.

In the Family

An individual’s decision reflects the limit of equality intended in policy
formulation. That women constitute most of the part-time workers and that
those who use parental leave are typically mothers when either mothers or
fathers are entitled to it says much about sex-role division of labour in the
household. Cultural norms rather than law defines the amount and type of
male and female contribution to maintaining the household. Time- use
surveys suggest that in spite of greater sharing of household chores, women
have the main responsibility for housework, and especially for child rearing.
By the same token, men devote more time to waged labour and enjoy more
leisure time.

Politics

If women in Scandinavia do not differ fundamentally from women
elsewhere, do they at least feature quite prominently in politics? The answer
is again relative. Female presence in politics in Scandinavia, an average of
more than 30%, tops the world. However, it is weak at the core of power.
As the ranking goes up, the proportion of female declines. Feminists point
out that more presence does not equate with real social power. Politics, like
the corporate structure in the economy, is still a man’s world.

The Academe

Women’s studies in Scandinavia started some 20 years ago, to a large
degree stimulated by the international feminist movement. Gains have been
made in advancement of empirical data on women’s situation, but a
theoretical framework is yet to emerge. Many universities have established
women’s studies centres, many of which are state-funded. However, the
relation between women’s studies and the university is uncomfortable.
Feminist research is not taken seriously in the established academic
community and is met with resistance. The feminist "double strategy" of
maintaining autonomy in women’s studies but integrating with the
mainstream has thus met limited success. It is not uncommon to hear male
scholars comment that too much has been done when feminist scholars
think they have just begun. The marginality is reflected in the financial
status of women’s studies centres. Current recession and cutbacks are bound
to hit hard vulnerable fields, resulting in little job security and long-term
planning.

Still a Long Way to Go

This section heading probably best sums up women’s status in
Scandinavia. Despite great gains, inequality dies hard. At the cultural level,
patriarchy acts to shape individuals’ behaviour which remains largely
traditional.

Notes

1. This article has been informed by the author’s contact with feminist
scholars from Scandinavia, her participation in a conference “Growing into
the Future” in Stockholm in October 1991, and the following publications:
Christina Osterberg and Birgitta Hedman, Women and Men in the Nordic
Countries, Nordic Council of Ministers, Copenhagen, n.d., 2nd ed.; Statistics
Sweden, Women and Men in Sweden. Equality of the sexes 1990, Statistics
Sweden, Stockholm, 1990; and Solveig Bergman, ed., Women’s Studies and
Research on Women in the Nordic Countries, Coordinating Group for Nordic
Women’s Studies, 1991.

2. The term refers to Sweden, Denmark, and Norway.

Grace C.L.Mak is lecturer at the Faculty of Education, CUHK
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"In Bed with Madonna" starring Madonna
Directed by Alek Keshishian, IVL 1991

Tessa Stewart

Madonna. She elicits strong response from many, positive and negative,
none more so than in the feminist community, where she has both
supporters and detractors. This division of opinion prompts one to ask, what
lies at the heart of Madonna’s image, and how might it effect the millions
for whom she is a role model? An examination of this film, which is a
documentary of Madonna’s life onstage and off during her much
publicized "Blonde Ambition" tour of the U.S. and Europe, may serve to
bring out some pertinent issues.

The film critics are themselves divided about the film "In Bed with
Madonna" - whether it really produces the purported insight into
Madonna’s public and private life, or whether she has just cleverly managed
to subvert the documentary format in order to display herself in a carefully
calculated fashion. Certainly, onstage we see Madonna’s talent as a
performer as she effectively combines dance and lighting to extend song
presentation into visually dramatic pieces. Backstage, in the coverage of
intertroupe relations she comes across as a street-kid cum drill sergeant,
boosting the morale of the troops (dancers) for the next assault
(performance) with her feisty pep talks. The sessions are cast in the light of
a semi-prayer format in which God is invoked; however, it is never quite
clear how he fits in exactly from there on.

Early in the film, Madonna establishes for us her own perception of her
role as mother to her troupe of dancers, make-up artists, dressers, and the
like. In reality, contrary to some feminists glorification of Madonna-as-
mother here, little mothering could be seen by this reviewer. Rather, to
characterize the relationship in this way seems akin to likening it to the
situation in "Little Red Riding Hood," where the wolf masquerades in a
position of the trust so as to fulfil his own needs. Madonna more or less says
as much when she talks about meeting her own needs through the
relationship when she tells us "I chose people [in the troupe] unconsciously
who are emotionally crippled, which fulfils a need in me to be mothered." It
seems she has a need to be mothered which fuels her fantasy of mothering
her troupe, but in the end she can only rise to behaviour expected from a
powerful sibling. (The fact that Madonna’s own mother died when she was a
child aged five is perhaps relevant.)

One gets the impression that Madonna is looking for control both in
her public and her private life. However, whilst her control over her career
has been thus far so successful that she is now the most highly paid
performer in the pop industry, there are glimpses of her here seeking to
marshal those in her private life with less success. In Detroit, her hometown,
it appears her family need some fairly active mustering to ensure their
attendance, and indeed she waits in vain one night for her brother to show
at her hotel. Similarly, there are shots of her beau, Warren Beatty, resisting
being rounded up to play his part for the cameras according to her wishes.
In one much referred to scene, he questions her bringing her management
of her public persona into the centre of her personal life. Refusing to talk
backstage in front of the cameras, he makes the damning summation that
Madonna sees no point in doing something if it is off camera, that there is
no distinction between her public and private life. (Herein may lie the nub
of the problem for reviewers who try to determine how much this film
allows us to see of the private side of Madonna.)

Nevertheless, the way Madonna invests herself in her career, and her
perceived control over it is part of what some feminists admire about her.
She gives the impression that nobody tells her what to do, and that no one is
exploiting her, neither her handlers nor those in the music business. We see
her on tour in Toronto "The Good," being told by the police to cut out the
simulated masturbation and orgasm in her show, the police reportedly
having received complaints from the public. She refuses to "clean-up" her
act, citing artistic freedom - and goes ahead with the full show. It is this
willingness to challenge sexual mores, to put together avant garde routines
like those in question, that attracts some feminists.

Here we may ask some questions - if one is prepared to be exploitative
of one’s own self, is this any great improvement to having a middle "man"
do it for you? Is Madonna’s act truly avant garde - haven’t we in fact seen it
all before, but in another context? The crotch-grabbing, crotch-wiping
motions and the simulated showbiz style orgasm that have little to do with
actual female sexual experience and everything to do with an observer and
an audience - usually a paying one - these are not new. Almost every night
in large cities in the developed world, you can see similar routines to those
in Madonna’s stage show, in clubs in the seedier parts of town. Indeed, a

childhood friend of hers who shows up at one of her performances is still
performing in such shows. So yes, we have seen this all before, but formerly
it was hidden away, to be found in the context of sex for commercial gain,
bought sex.

And now, Madonna has brought this out into the open, into the
mainstream, in what she refers to as "a celebration of life." Why? She makes
a statement to the press when in trouble over a controversy about the risque
aspects of her show in Italy, saying "I do not endorse a way of life, I
describe one and leave the audience to make up their own minds." Later on
in the film she goes on to say "I know I'm not the best singer or dancer, but
I'm interested in pressing people’s buttons - I'm interested in being
provocative, in being political." Again we may ask, to what end? Some
would say that Madonna is all about one almighty, wonderful liberating
send-up. If so, one wonders whether her audience, especially the younger
members, are able to grasp the subtleties involved. It is not unusual for pop
groups to find that their ironic poses or songs have been misinterpreted by
avid fans, taken at face value. For when images which are stock images and
part of our culture are re-presented in a pop setting, the simplistic nature of
the medium tends to override finer points of detail, particularly when
accompanied by ill-assorted video images that often have little relations to
the songs being sung.

Rather than encouraging a new ironic outlook, a new debate about the
images she works with, Madonna’s activities seem to have accelerated a
wider acceptance of soft porn in the pop industry. One might draw a direct
line from the increasing use of soft porn images in many pop videos over
the last ten years to Madonna’s self-presentation today, a trajectory that is
seamless in its increasing use of images of bought sex. These are
distinguished by their calculation - female singers giving just the right pout,
show of skin and sexual come-on, all of it manufactured manipulation. It
was not the sexually explicit nature of Madonna’s show that one male
reviewer complained of, in fact, rather the opposite! It was its lack of soul,
the lack of real sensuality, of spontaneous sexuality. This is to say nothing of
the lack of images of intimacy, trust and mutual respect in this repertoire.
Madonna does not stop at simple sexploitation, but is happy onstage to play
about with sado-masochism and abuse, mock kicking one of her all male
dance troupe, crawling on the ground in a macho black leathers "angry" act.

Offstage, things are not much different, with Madonna at times
wantonly abusive of those in her troupe. "I used to beat up kids like you
when T was little," she cracks to her hairdresser, an unsophisticated young
woman who doesn’t know how to reply. She verbally pushes around her new
young lover, one of the male dancers, also young, shy, and none too bright.
When he comes under pressure, being teased for his lack of intelligence, for
their affair, he disappears. Madonna’s appeal to the other dancers to stop
bugging him concludes with an appeal one suspects is less about concern for
her lover than about her real bottom line - "cause I really want him to
dance in the show tonight." Her show must go on. He and two of the other
dancers have since filed suit claiming damages against Madonna, saying she
reneged on her commitment to allow them to edit or censor any scenes they
felt "invaded their privacy."

The actual scenes in "In Bed with Madonna" seem to blow intimacy
apart; it’s difficult to know what is really going on. Madonna is in bed,
presumably naked, and orders various male dancers to undress and get in
with her. What follows, in a highly charged "shock" atmosphere, involves
scatological references to penis size, sexual attractiveness and performance
abilities, often abusive in tone. The scenes from the Truth of Dare
competition she organizes have a similar tone, where she performs fellatio
on a bottle-neck, and dares two of the male dancers to kiss in front of
everyone. All very juvenile, one might say, but perhaps there is more to it
than that. At a recent local conference on women’s sexuality, many
therapists present had no problem in agreeing that Madonna exhibits the
classic signs of having been sexually abused as a child. At one stage on
screen - though she makes it into a joke afterwards - she states to her friend
that her father had sex with her when she was little, when she would climb
into bed with him in the years right after her mother died. The "acting out,"
use of her body and sexuality to gain attention, her manipulativeness and
difficulties with intimacy, would all support this theory. If this is so, what
Madonna is displaying worldwide is a truly abusive experience of sex.

Whether there is truth in the above idea or not, the point is that the
way Madonna portrays herself leaves things open to this interpretation. She
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portrays an exploitative image of sexuality, one that males have traditionally
been more comfortable with, and this image is a keystone of her public
persona. Whether she means it to or not, it links up with the currency of
soft porn, and is influential in that we can see even formerly squeaky clean
stars like Kylie Minogue becoming outright copyists - if only to compete
with Madonna’s success. Strong alternative self-presentations exist - for
example that of Sinead O’Connor - but their exposure is limited by their
very antagonism to commercial and sexual exploitation. Meanwhile,
Madonna’s personal flair and skilful use of publicity helps ensure that her
approach is increasingly taking centre stage.

In Hong Kong, many dismiss these issues as irrelevant, pertaining only
to the more morally lax and decadent West. One Chinese University
student, intelligent and otherwise well-informed, once told me that she had
understood that Madonna’s wearing of her trademark brothel underclothes
in public was nothing strange or shocking for Westerners - that we more or
less saw it as normal behaviour. Yet these issues are alive here too. In Anita
Mui’s recent Coliseum performances the "Metropolitan Weekly" magazine
said parts of the show were "shocking" and unsuitable for children. Mui had
apparently copied Madonna’s routines right down to the same trademark
attire, provocatively clad male dancers, and sexual taunting of a priest
figure, just like Madonna in her "Like a Virgin" routine.

A local critic in a glowing review of "In Bed with Madonna" observed: "
It is easy to see why Madonna manages to repeatedly bowl over her
detractors and critics." Maybe so, but the question is, at what cost to our
view of ourselves and our sexuality, male and female? Soft porn, with its
limited and often demeaning view of sexuality, is becoming more accepted,
its images available more routinely, and Madonna is an active part of that
process. Perhaps those for whom Madonna is a role model, in particular the
young and impressionable, will end up in bed making love with each other
soft-porn style, in a calculating fashion. Young women may be particularly
affected, in that most of these images are of women, and in the absence of
contradictory images they may begin to accept these as representing sexual
reality. Men have long been conditioned to accept these images as part of
their sexual round by exposure to girlie pin-ups, magazine centerfolds and
the like. Their wives and lovers may be about to "catch up" with them. Thus
they may end up participating in their own sexpolitation - Madonna style.

Tessa Stewart is a personal, marriage and family counseller resident in Hong
Kong

Musing on Gender Studies:

Are There Any Implications on How to be Human?
Tsui Hing-fung

Not being a member of the Gender Studies research program, I have
the benefit of asking questions as an outsider. Around the world, gender
studies seems to attract the participation of female rather than male
academics, why? Is gender studies an area reflecting the cultivation of a
pasture by female researchers due to the invisible barrier to women’s
advance in a predominantly male establishment, such as the university? In
what ways does gender studies reflect a different world view, different way
of life, different approach to the whole business of research? Should the
differences exist, are there any implications here on how to be human?

The first two questions could easily be answered by historians and
sociologists. The liberation of women and women’s access to higher
education are late happenings in the history of humankind. The process has
not been a straight course. Concessions to women’s rights have been
reluctant; traditional and religious beliefs have always played a part in the
restriction of women to the household.

The third question requires some thought. In the creation of a separate
academic pasture, are researchers simply aping what the established
academic world has already purported? To promote understanding of the
concept of gender, to dispel stereotypes about gender, to trace the historical

development of gender practices, to discover the micro or macro aspects of
gender attitude transition in the present day urban society, and so on, are
some of the more readily identified research purposes. Some would claim
that the world view and approach to the research is from a "feminist"
perspective (many outsiders think they know the definition of this word, but
insiders will tell you their diverse individual definitions). To help the
perplexed, some researchers would say they look at things from an "
androgynous" perspective, meaning that positive characteristics of both male
and female are included in such a view. But this means onc should retain
the concept that there are certain labels considered to be "positive-male"
and "positive-female".

You may think the last question is irrelevant, that the significance of a
research study is not to be linked up with an existential question of how to
be human.... Frustratingly, the knotty question stays. It will certainly be
asked by critics and most fittingly it should be borne in the minds of gender
studies researchers.

Tsui Hing-fung is lecturer at the Faculty of Education, CUHK
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Women’s Ways of Knowing:

The Development of Self, Voice, and Mind

(New York: Basic, 1986)

Michele Chase

Anyone interested in how gender influences knowing and learning
will find Women’s Ways of Knowing evocative and thought-provoking.
Seeking to discover the voices of women, traditionally overlooked in
developmental research (such as that of William Perry), four
psychologists interviewed women of different backgrounds. The results
of their research greatly enrich our understanding of how human
beings grow cognitively and ethically. In addition, this book provides a
fine example of scholarship presented in a women’s way of writing.

The authors took an interview/case study approach, interviewing
135 women, many more than once. Featuring many direct quotations
and stories, the book reflects their concern to focus on the actual
voices and views of the women on issues concerning self-image,
relationships, learning, living, changes, and growth. Many interviewees
were students or alumnae of universities, and also included were
women in "invisible colleges," or social agencies that help women with
parenting. The researchers felt that listening to the voices of women
diverse in age, circumstances, ethnic background, and social class
(rather than focusing on a homogeneous sample) would enable them
both to make comparisons and to discover a common ground in the
epistemological development of women.

One striking pattern the authors discovered was that women
repeatedly emphasized voice in describing their intellectual and ethical
development: for these women "the development of a sense of voice,
mind, and self were intricately intertwined" (18). This contrasts with
metaphors of seeing, such as "the mind’s eye" and equating light with
illumination, that scientists and philosophers (male?) have often used
to describe their experience with the intellect.

Because of interviewees’ frequent references to voice and silences
the authors used this metaphor through which to describe in Part I of
the book a set of five major epistemological perspectives from which
women know and view the world: silence, received knowledge,
subjective knowledge, procedural knowledge, and constructed
knowledge. Silence is being voiceless and unable to receive or generate
knowledge; received knowing is seeing knowledge as absolute and in the
possession of authorities to whom one listens and learns from;
subjective knowing is distrusting authority and listening instead to an
inner voice; procedural knowing is seeing knowledge as objective and
rational, with an emphasis on "listening to reason"; and constructed
knowing is a more integrated voice, the knower playing an active role in
the construction of knowledge.

The authors recognize that these may not be universal, fixed, or
exhaustive categories, and that similar perspectives can be found in
men’s thinking. They also are careful not to describe their categories as
sequential stages of development. Their sample included a wide range
of voices, not all studied over time (though interviewees’ descriptions
of past thinking and growth were important sources of insight).
However, their categories provide a useful starting point for
understanding and researching women’s ways of knowing.

In Part II of the book the authors use the insight gained to discuss
how women from the different perspectives experience family life and
being educated, and again the voices of the women interviewed and the
stories of their lives speak eloquently. Of special interest is a chapter
called "Connected Teaching," which makes some thought-provoking
points about ways in which teachers can encourage women to speak.
The authors present a model of teachers as midwives who (unlike "
banker" teachers who deposit knowledge in students’ heads) draw out,
articulate, and expand students’ own latent knowledge. Focusing on the
students’ knowledge rather than on their own, these teachers "
contribute when needed, but it is always clear that the baby is not
theirs but the students’(218). They are objective, but trust their
personal experience and that of their students; they also welcome
diverse viewpoints. Finally, their authority is based not on
subordination but on cooperation.

The cooperation stressed in the chapters on women’s ways of
learning and teaching also is expressed in the way the book is written.
Some women in academia are becoming increasingly uncomfortable
with the adversarial stance of much academic writing, in which the
scholar first has to provide lengthy and brutal criticism of the work of
others as a justification of his or her own work. In this book, however,
the authors gracefully acknowledge previous research and scholarship,
and through citation locate their research in the context of similar and
related work, and yet it is done in such a way as to suggest that they
are adding to the ongoing conversation of a community of scholars.

This interest in community and connectedness can be sensed also
from the preface which mentions the authors’ collaborative efforts to
write the book and their decision to try to write in a single voice rather
than to attribute separate parts to single authors. A sense of
collaboration with the women interviewed is also made clear through
the frequent use of these women’s words. Use of their stories provides
contextual richness that allows readers to better understand the women
and hear their voices. Another indication of this attitude of
connectedness is that the authors chose to use the personal pronoun "
we" and to use mostly active voice in describing their ideas and
research methodology. (For example, "We had another motive for
including women from the programs for parents"(13). This involves the
readers by making the authors’ voices less authoritative and distant.

That the book is a fine example of women’s ways of writing and
scholarship makes it worth study, but more important is that it is a
valuable contribution to our understanding of how women learn and
grow cognitively and ethically. Carefully researched and well-written, it
stimulates the thinking of readers, who will find themselves
remembering and asking searching questions about their own lives and
development. We can all find our own voices here.

Michele Chase is lecturer in the English Language Teaching Unit,
CUHK

“Letters to the Editor” will appear in future issues of Gender Studies: News & Views.
Letter’s, preferably short, should carry the writer’s name and address. Pseudonyms may be used for publication.
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Women’s Studies and the Women’s

Movement in Australia

Summary of a talk by Dr. Chilla Bulbeck
on January 14, 1992 at The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The Women’s Movement in Australia

The women’s movement in Australia between the 1880s and the
1920s focused on providing women with an alternative to marriage,
sometimes seen as female sexual slavery. Because women were denied
access to men’s work and men’s wages and to the law courts, they had
few choices in the 1880s besides domestic service, prostitution and
marriage. Over this period Australian women won the vote, access to
the professions, an increase in their wages, some legal rights
concerning divorce and guardianship of their children. From the 1920s
to the 1960s, women focused their attention on issues to do with
motherhood, and won the rights to a widow’s pension, better support
for their children if their husbands died, better education and health
care for families. Divorce laws were reformed and guardianship of
children went more often to mothers. From the 1960s to the present
day, Australian women have focused again on more individual issues,
and issues which one might define as sexuality issues. These are issues
specific to women, arising often because of the different capacities of
women’s bodies, or the different meanings they have in western
society: for example, abortion law reform, prostitution, pornography
and rape, law reform, domestic violence and incest. One of the most
significant developments in the women’s movement in Australia has
been the role of femocrats, or women appointed to government
positions explicitly to advance the interests of women. Femocrats have
won reforms across the spectrum of Australian society - rape laws,
domestic violence, affirmative action and anti-discrimination legislation,
reform of educational curricula, and reform of the welfare payments
system.

Women’s Studies in Australia

Women’s studies in Australia has developed largely since the
1970s. Today many universities teach majors in women’s studies, and
there are some programmes explicitly designed to extend the
availability of women’s studies to include women who live in rural areas
and women from working class backgrounds. Despite this, women’s
studies remains largely dominated by white middle-class women of
English-speaking backgrounds. Only over the last decade has women’s
studies scholarship begun to attract a few women of non-English-
speaking backgrounds and Aboriginal women.

Research Interests

I am interested in the debates and exchanges between western and
Third World women, particularly since the United Nations Decade for
Women. Is feminism a western theory and political movement which
has little relevance to the bulk of women in the world? Do the
concerns of western feminism, for example for equality or sexual
reform, grow out of the experiences of white middle-class women?
Does that mean these concerns do not touch the experiences of women
elsewhere in the world? Can feminism as a theory and a practice grow
in strength by taking account of the different theories and perspectives
of women all around the world? Are there still some common
conditions and experiences that women all over the world share?

In my own research, I first addressed these problems in my book
One World Women’s Movement. More recently, I have been studying
the literature which suggests that in much western feminist research
there is a process by which Third World women are constructed as
the "other," as all that is different from white western women. In this
process, women all over the world who are not white English-speaking
and middlelass are reduced to a set of characteristics: backward or
traditional, passive or submissive, sexually promiscuous or sexually
naive, unsophisticated or unaware of sexual oppression in their own
nations, or too defensive of their male compatriots in political struggle.
This stereotyping occurs because western feminists have not explored

the different histories of women in colonized and ex-colonized settings.
Furthermore, western feminists study other women by looking outward
from themselves and their own western histories and experiences.
Western feminists should balance this picture by standing outside their
own history and looking back at themselves. By seeing how we look
through the eyes of other women, I believe that western feminists may
derive a better insight on our own peculiarities and differences. I am
particularly interested in analyzing the different histories and
experiences of women around the world in relation to the area of
sexual identity. Sexual identity formation is a key aspect of how white
middle-class western people define themselves. This has been the
result of a revolution in thinking which dates back to the
Enlightenment and the Industrial Revolution. Aspects of the process
have been: the breakdown of a dense network of family ties which
defined people through kin relations: as parents, children, grand
children, and so on.

The Industrial Revolution caused people to see themselves very
much in terms of workplace relations and occupations. In the west
one’s occupation is sometimes called a "calling card," a key way of
defining oneself. Since the Second World War, patterns of
consumption have also become important elements of self identity -
how you spend your spare time, your tastes in wine, food, music,
housing, films and so on. Added to this, one’s sexual tastes and
performances have become a key aspect of identity.

Liberal democracy is the major political institution of the west.
Liberal democracy assumes that everyone is a free and equal voter who
has a bundle of rights and duties in relation to the state - for example,
the obligation to work and serve the state in times of war. In return the
state gives every adult the right to vote, access to the law, freedom of
expression and movement. Since women won the vote and their legal
freedoms, they too have been assumed to be free individuals like men,
who have duties as individuals, and not so much because they are
mothers or daughters.

The sexual revolution since the 1890s may loosely be called
sexology. This revolution has argued that everyone, whether male or
female, desires sexual activity. Men desire sex more strongly than
women, and women are masochistic in their sexual desire. Women
desire pain in sex. The sexological revolution has been linked to liberal
democracy so that some people argue for their individual rights to
sexual expression. Thus social movements like gay liberation have been
born; men argue that pornography is a civil right because it is part of
freedom of speech; some men campaign for the right to engage with
sex with children, as long as the children enjoy it.

Coupled with all this has come a decline in the value of
motherhood in western society. Instead women are valued according to
their success at work and their capacity to be pleasing to men. Over the
last twenty years, the image of the beautiful woman in the west has
become younger, slimmer, more sexually provocative.

Some of the key issues for western feminism are violent
pornography, domestic violence and incest, prostitution, and bodily
autonomy. These have not always been the issues of key concern to
women elsewhere in the world. T wish to explore the different sexual
histories of women around the world which give rise to both different
issues for concern, and different evaluations of subjectivity or one’s
identity.

Chilla Bulbeck is senior lecturer at the Division of Humanities, Griffith
University, Australia

GENDER STUDIES: NEWS AND VIEWS 15




GENDER STUDIES:
NEWS AND VIEWS

fz

Contents e 34 pj
Grace C.L. Mak Editorial (in English) P.16 ﬁﬁﬁ Ed l tO rl al % W 52"3

(in Chinese) P.1 o
i, ik Sameness or Difference?
Gra(_:e CL Mak Womqn and-the Protesta'nt Church: Action in Search Of a Goal

Choi Po-king Interviews with Three Priestesses
Lee Chee-ha (in Chinese) P.2
Wing Ming The Role and Status of Women Grace CL Mak
in Buddhism in Hong Kong
(in Chinese) P.5 y TV ) "
Wong Wing-han A Few Notes on The Hong Kong _ The question comes with increasing urgency. What is the
@oincil of EhristaniWonien ultimate goal of the feminist movement? Non-feminists assume the
in Chi P6 clear-cut answer that women want to enter men’s land and share
i ‘(‘m mes§) ) X : what men already possess. Feminists are not so sure. After long
Cheung Ka-hing Value Orientations of Catholic years of struggle, we find ourselves entangled in the dichotomy
Women in Hong Kgng in the Transition between expanded access to men’s power structure and
to 1997” — Introducing a Research institutionalising an alternative, potentially more humane, vision of
Project (in Chinese) P.7 life. We are posed with the task of understanding the
P.G.Misty Sheehan Female Power and Bonding: consequences of our effort toward equality.
A Study of Long Mu P.10 Status attainment literature has done much to investigate the
structural barriers that keep women from a fair representation in,
Women’s Status among other spheres, politics and the economy. In the corporate
world, "glass ceilings" prevent female access to top jobs. Implicit in
Ngo Hang-yue Work and Family: Women in the literature is an acceptance of a world built on men’s terms, a
Hong Kong (in Chinese) P.7 world that sees the notion of power as not only unproblematic but
Grace C.L.Mak Women and State Feminism probably desirable, and that all women ask for is inclusion in it.
in Scandinavia P.11 Carol Gilligan and other psychological theorists, in an attempt to
restore value to women’s moral differences from men, pose a
Film Reviews different view. Women’s relational capacities, captured especially
in their caringness and tolerance, offer an alternative approach to
Tessa Stewart “In Bed with Madonna” P.12 social organisation. A world premised on the well-being of all
Janice Wan The Portraits of Women in Four naturally precludes existing patterns of domination of many by a
Chinese Films (in Chinese) P8 few. It promises humanity. The danger is, however, that insistence
on difference may easily be manipulated to perpetuate sexist
Book Review stereotypes and women’s place on the periphery. The ray of hope
may lead further into the abyss. On the other hand, equality in the
Michele Chase Women's Ways of Knowing: sense of getting a share of men’s power may drag women into an
The Development of Self, Voice, imperfect world, legitimating it by women’s very presence. It is a
and Mind by Mary F. Belenky et al. P.14 damned if you do, damned if you don’t situation. So what are
women after? More of the same, or something different?
Miscellaneous Grouped under seemingly unrelated themes-women in
religion and women’s status — the main articles in this issue speak
Tsui Hing-fung Musings on Gender Studies: to the dilemma. The pieces on women’s status in Hong Kong and
Are There Any Implications on in Scandinavia, implicitly comparative, rest on the hidden criterion
How to be Human? P.13 that equality means parity with men in rewards. Some of the pieces
Chilla Bulbeck Women s Studies and the on religion, however, reveal interestingly that women’s lower status

in the hierarchy may result from choice. The three Protestant
priestesses in one of the articles testify, in their own words, that
pursuing the service ideal eclipses the mundane strife for high
rank. What appears to be subordination is a voluntary resignation
from power, a conscious decision made after a reinterpretation of

Women’s Movement in Australia P.15

& the meaning of human existence. Not incidentally, Wing Ming,

X e N RS i herself a Buddhist nun, observes in her insightful article that early

T ke e s gt g i e . Buddhist nuns in Hong Kong, who were pioneers in the arduous

ThsEdiiﬁﬁal M 0[ Gender St_“dl-es‘ effort of providing welfare for the poor, withdrew from leadership

‘News and Views welcomes the submission of afterwards. Both groups of women compensate for their low ranks

! egm reports, reviews as well as information with intrinsic rewards from altruism. Whether married or not, they

s : are not bound by maternal obligations, which often restrict secular

i mgmder ,’sm Plem mdyour women’s promotional prospect in the workplace. Still, they choose

L ' s : not to compete with men in the conventional sense. They
pref&ra ly in the tﬁrm of ﬂﬂppy disk (indicate denounce and attempt to redefine the rules of the game.

-processing rogramme; So what does it mean for those of us involved in gender

Wordtgzﬂ ﬁe ) plusa har;]l oY, studies? Are we in search of a brave new world, or, as Tsui Hing-

to Gender Research Programme, Hong fung asks, are we merely cultivating new turf within a male

Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, The constructed and dominated framework? Feminist scholars have

Chinese (Injvmﬁy deong Kong, Shatin, N.T., come a,longl\:vt;y ;}r:d havedsig.nif;can:ly fadvanced‘our]’ll(nowle(cilgﬁ of

women’s reality. The agenda in front of us now is, where and how

Bong,KongtDeadlme: ufsubm:ssmn for the to locate feminism, of which our gender research is a part, in the

coming issue is 1 June, 1992 hitherto patriarchal society.

Chief Editor: Grace C.L.Mak
Editorial Board: Choi Po King, Ngo Hang Yue, Tessa Stewart, Janice Wan, Yip Hon Ming
Publisher: Gender Research Programme, Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies.

The Chinese University of Hong Kong (Co-ordinator: Fanny M. Cheung) N O 3 (3 /1 992)




